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WELCOME TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD!

Bring your family, a picnic blanket, a covered dish (if you 
wish), and join your neighbors for an old-fashioned get-
together!  Don’t forget to decorate your house for the 
holiday as well!

Activities will include:  
• Bike Decorating Contest
• Parade, Egg Race
• Balloon Toss
• and many more fun festivities

Hotdogs and beverages will be provided by the Heritage Hills 
Associate Board,  but we would welcome any sides or 
desserts.  

Volunteers are still needed to help with 
children’s games, to volunteer and/or RSVP to attend, 
please contact Devon Wiggins at 235-3210 or 
devonwigginsinteriors@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE

Twilight Tour
Friday, September 25th

6pm-11pm

Come preview the homes on tour without the 
crowds and enjoy cocktails, dinner, and dancing to 

local band “Born in November.”

Two types of tickets will be available:

 Cocktail Hour only (6:30pm-8pm) featuring passed 
hors d’oeuvres and a signature cocktail.

Sit-down Dinner (6:30pm-11pm) 
includes the cocktail hour, 3 course sit-down dinner with 

dessert bar and dancing afterwards.

Invitations will be mailed in August.

Landscaping Plan for Overholser Mansion
Many of you have noticed the new dwarf magnolias flanking the 
entrance of the Overholser Mansion.  These are only the start of a 
new landscaping plan that will help showcase our neighborhood 
gem.  Preservation Oklahoma established an Overholser 
Landscape Committee to develop an appropriate and historically 
accurate landscape design plan. The following organizations were 
represented: Preservation Oklahoma, Oklahoma Historical Society, 
Historical Preservation, Inc. (Heritage Hill’s governing board); and 
Heritage Hills Associate Board.  Brian Dougherty, Director of the 
OCCF Parks & Place Initiative, advised the committee and was 
instrumental in the research and development of the approved plan 
detailed below. 

• Reintroduce street trees along N.W. 15th street and Hudson to 
add to the last two existing Hackberries.   Three additional 
trees will be introduced with a single row down Hudson and 
six along 15th depending on whether a single row or double 
row is used on each side of the sidewalk.  40’ on center 
spacing for the trees would be historically and culturally 
appropriate.  Some tree species that should be considered for 
the proposed street trees would be hackberry, sycamore, 
London Planetree, white oaks, red oaks, and bald cypress.  

• The grove of trees along the west property line and south of 
the carriage house will remain with groundcover below. The 
volunteer mulberries will be eradicated as they appear and the 
grouping of mulberries closest to the street will be removed 
because of their very aggressive and damaging root system.

(article continued on page 3)  

CELEBRATE 

FOURTH OF JULY
11AM-1PM                  

OVERHOLSER LAWN

LOOK FOR HNSA’s NEW CAR
Non-highway miles take a toll on a car, the Historic 

Neighborhood Security Association (HNSA) has 
replaced the black Altima with a black Toyota Camry.  
So be on the look-out for our security patrol in their 

new ride.

To join HNSA, contact 405-348-1436



SUMMER HAPPENINGS

July 20-24 – PreK-6th Grade Enrollment 
8:30-11:30am & 12:30-2:30pm
July 31 – School Year’s Eve 5:30pm (All students/
families invited)
Aug. 3 – School Starts

Principal Wilson moves to NW Classen High 
School

Wilson Elementary will be welcoming a new principal 
in August.  Principal Wilson was reassigned to head 
principal of NW Classen High School.  Interviews for 
his replacement are currently being held.

Wilson adds a second Pre-K class
With the influx of families with young children moving 
into our area, Wilson was approved for a second Pre-
K class.  This was achieved by moving the 6th 
graders to Cleveland for next year.

An Evening with Best-Selling Author 
Michael Wallis:  Route 66 and the 

American West

Thursday July 30th 
6pm

Gaylord-Pickens Museum

Join us for a lecture in conjunction with America’s 
Road: The Journey of Route 66 featuring best-selling 
author and award-winning reporter, Michael Wallis, a 
historian and biographer of the American West. 
Echoing the themes of the exhibit, Wallis’ historical 
perspective will deepen guests’ understanding of the 
significance of The Mother Road. Wallis has gained 
international notoriety as a speaker and voice talent. 
In 2006, Wallis’ distinctive voice was heard in CARS, 
an animated feature film created by Pixar Studios.  
Wallis has published eighteen books, including Route 
66: The Mother Road, which is credited with sparking 
the resurgence of interest in the highway.

Le

A Powerful $10: How your HPI membership fee is 
spent

The members of  Historical Preservation, Inc.  write a check or e-pay 
their $10 annual dues because they support  the work organized and 
financed through this community organization for the collective benefit 
of all who live in our Heritage Hills Neighborhood.  

“Historical Preservation, Inc. is a non-profit corporation formed 
in 1969 whose mission is to enforce the zoning regulations of 
the Historical Preservation Ordinance, to build an endowment 
to carry out long range goals, to encourage joint purchasing of 
goods and services and to preserve and enhance the quality of 
life in the Heritage Hills neighborhood.”

A 50-member board of directors, all neighborhood residents,  work 
together each year to provide safety, beautification, collaboration with 
government entities on issues that impact the neighborhood,  maintain 
our public spaces, provide social opportunities for newcomers, 
children and all residents to meet and build strong community bonds, 
and provide avenues of cooperation and support for other historical 
neighborhoods and our adjoining commercial areas, to name just a 
few of the areas that  contribute to the special environment that is 
Heritage Hills.

Our $10 along with income from investments and revenue provided by 
our Historic Home Tour and the many hours of volunteers' work 
provide for the year's obligations and projects.

For 2015, the board has a budget of $193,057.  The larger 
expenditures each year are to support and sustain the quality of life in 
the neighborhood:

ACCOUNTING  (Independent audit) $6,250

ASSET MAINTENANCE
(lamps, centennial clock, historic markers, etc.)

$13,300

AWARDS $1,800

CONTRIBUTIONS
(Overholser Mansion, Neighborhood Alliance, 
Uptown 23rd, Schools)

$55,200

INSURANCE $2,450

NEWSLETTERS  (The Heritage and The Herald) $4,220

PARKS & MEDIANS $52,792

PROJECTS  (traffic study) $9.450

RECEPTIONS $1,800

SECURITY $32,500

TAXES $3,575

So, as you can see, your $10 is stretched by the neighborhood's 
human capital (volunteers) and prudent management of endowment 
and investment income to preserve the past, enjoy the present and 
prepare for the future.  If you are not a member, please consider 
participating both financially and personally to fully enjoy the 
experience of living in Heritage Hills.

RSVP to Marissa Raglin
 at 405-523-3231



Landscaping Plan for Overholser Mansion
 (continued from page. 1)

This grove will be underplanted with a naturalized planting 
of bulbs and redbuds for additional seasonal interest.  

• The north property line thicket will be cleared out of weed 
trees and undesired vegetation and rejuvenated with a 
historically appropriate display of early deciduous shrubs 
including flowering quince, forsythia, spirea, lilacs, mock 
orange, and weigelas.  These plantings will add a 
tremendous seasonal interest to the grounds as well as a 
utility line friendly planting to help define the boundary of 
the yard.  Utilizing an annual mulch program throughout 
this bed will help minimize the volunteer weeds and trees; 
retain additional moisture for the roots of the desirable 
plant material and provide a clean and manicured 
appearance for the bed.  

• Enhance the existing area between the carriage house 
and the mansion into series of small educational gardens 
and seating areas.  The foundation beds on the east side 
of the carriage house will be transitioned into a small 
kitchen garden with some herbs, asparagus and 
strawberries.  The area beneath the group of trees on the 
south side of the driveway, southeast of the carriage house 
will be transitioned into a historic rock garden planting with 
roses, iris, daylilies, daisies and four-o-clocks.  A ground 
level rock border will separate the lawn from the bed area.  
The larger bare area west of the house and north of the 
driveway will be encircled with a 24” sitting wall 
surrounding the space.  It could either be used as a cutting 
garden or an herb garden or a combination of both.  This 
raised garden could transition back to grade using a 
flagstone path joining the circle drive to the front drive.  
Either elaeagnus or lattice with clematis or honeysuckle 
could be used to hide the mechanical units.  The Amur 
maples, crape myrtles and garden pool area should be left 
in its present condition but will become even more 
prominent on the grounds with the proposed adjacent 
planting areas.  

• A specimen Deodar Cedar could be added to the front 
lawn area southwest of the front door.  This would add a 
spectacular winter addition especially for the holiday 
season.  Two columnar dwarf magnolias could replace the 
Nellie Stevens holly on each side of the entry leading to 
the front door.  Pansies, lantanas, and other seasonal 
annuals could be planted at their base for an extra splash 
of color for the front of the house.  

• Incorporate a combination of historically appropriate low 
shrubs and perennial plantings throughout the balance of 
the foundation beds around the house.  Plant selections 
will be based on the sun and wind exposure.  These low 
plantings will add a lot of seasonal interest and allow the 
beautiful foundation stones below the porches to be 
partially exposed also.  

Preservation Oklahoma will be responsible for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the landscape.  POK currently budgets 
$10,000 a year for lawn care which includes mowing, 
treatment, and upkeep of existing trees.  A grant was obtained 
to help fund this landscaping plan, but you can help by joining 
Preservation Oklahoma for as little as $25 at 
www.preservationok.org.

Maintaining Historical Windows
written by Edmond Glass

The windows are arguably the most beautiful component of your 
home. Historic windows contain several different parts, such as rails, 
stiles, tops, stool, jamb, still, etc., and each individual part must be 
repaired or maintained and proper maintenance techniques are 
crucial.

Paint Removal Tips
Often, historical windows have accumulated several layers of paint 
over the years. In order to restore the original clarity and operation of  
the window, the excess layers of paint must be peeled or flaked 
away. If you are planning on repainting the window seals, it may also 
be necessary to completely remove old paint. In any case, there are 
many effective and safe methods for removing old paint from wood, 
but it will depend on the amount of paint that needs to be removed.

For the best results, paint removal should start on the interior frames 
first. Make sure you are careful to remove the paint from the parting 
bead and the interior jamb, especially in the seams where the stop 
meets the jamb. To do so, you can run a utility knife along the 
perimeter of the seam to break the paint bond. It will be significantly 
easier to remove the parting bead, the stop, and the sash.

Sash Removal & Repair Tips
If you are having trouble opening or closing windows, there may be 
an issue with the sash. To avoid scarring the wood, gently move the 
sash from side to side and pry it loose with a pair of putty knives. You 
can remove the upper sash in a similar fashion.

However, the parting bead that keeps the sash in place is more 
delicate and thinner than the interior stop. After you get rid of the 
paint along the seam, you should carefully pry out the parting bead, 
similar to the way you removed the interior stop. While the sash is 
out for repair, the window openings can be covered with plywood 
sheathing or polyethylene sheets.

Protecting Historical Panes
If you have to clear the sash of paint without removing the glass, you 
should avoid using heat, because sudden temperature changes 
could break the panes. Especially if the glass has historic 
significance, you will want to protect the glass.  In the event you 
decide to use a heat treatment, you can protect the glass with an 
overlay of asbestos or aluminum foil on gypsum board to prevent the 
window from undergoing any rapid temperature changes.

Old Putty Removal
If your window suffers from deteriorated putty, all of it should be 
removed manually. It’s important to make sure you do not damage 
the wood on the rabbet. If you have to remove the glass, make sure 
to number the panes when you take them out, in order to place the 
same panes back in the exact openings. While the glass is out, get 
rid of the rest of the old putty. In addition, sashes can be patched, 
sanded, and even primed. If putty has become hardened in the 
rabbets, a soldering iron can be used to soften it first. Remaining 
putty on the glass can be soaked in linseed oil to soften it to reduce 
the risk of breaking the panes.

Before you reinstall the glass, lay linseed oil putty or a bead of 
glazing compound around the rabbet to seal and cushion the glass. 
If you decide to use the glazing compound, it should only be used on 
wood that has been treated with linseed oil and paint or an oil based 
primer. After you have done this, simply press the pane back into 
place and pushed the glazing points into the wood on the outsides of  
the window pane.

Simple Tips to Maintain Historical Windows
1. Caulk the perimeter of the inside window trim.
2. Caulk the exterior perimeter around the opening.
3. Place weather stripping on the sash of the window.
4. Implement a storm window  (requires a Certificate of 

Appropriateness from the Oklahoma City Historic Preservation Commission)

http://www.preservationok.org
http://www.preservationok.org


July 2nd: Full Moon Bike Ride & Run - 8PM-10PM, Myriad Gardens

July 4th: Heritage Hills Fourth of July Party - 11AM-1PM, Overholser Lawn

July 16th:  Auto Alley Shop Hop - 6PM-9PM Broadway Ave. between NW 4th & 10th Streets

July 20th:  Bulk Trash Day

July 23rd:   Uptown 23rd All Access, 6PM-7:30PM, www.uptown23rd.com

July 26th:   Uptown Farmers Market 11AM-4PM, Walker & NW 23rd

July 30th:   Author Michael Wallis, 6PM, Gaylord-Pickens Museum

July 31st:  Industry Flea, Midtown

July 31st:   H&8th Food Trucks 7PM-11PM, Hudson & NW 8th

Event Calendar at a Glance
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Sonic Summer Movie Nights at Myriad Gardens
Every Wednesday night at 9pm (July 8th-Aug. 19th)

7/8:  Paddington

7/15:  Back to the Future
7/22:  Big Hero 6

7/29:  Wizard of Oz

Lyric Theater
July 7th-11th
Civic Center

Would you like to receive 
Heritage Hills e-mails about 
upcoming events?  Contact 

newsletter@heritagehills.org to 
get your e-mail address added.
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