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51st Annual Heritage Hills 
Home and Garden Tour 
Saturday and Sunday
September 30 – October 1, 2017 
Noon –  5pm

The 2017 tour showcases four beautiful homes from the 1920’s 
and three unique gardens right in the heart of downtown 
Oklahoma City. The homeowners enjoy this opportunity to 
share their passion for living in and preserving their historic 
homes. We are thankful for the homeowners and all the 
volunteers who help make the home tour possible.

The Tour will also feature the Overholser Mansion and 
the Gaylord Pickens Museum. A tent will be set up on the 
Mansion lawn with tables and chairs for relaxing and enjoying 
food and beverages from various food trucks. Proceeds from 
the Tour support historic preservation efforts.

For more information please visit the Heritage Hills website 
www.heritagehills.org. Neighbors interested in volunteering, 
please contact Elizabeth Richards by email: elrchrds@swbell.
net or by phone at 405.740.5108. 
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appreciate the downstairs 
powder room with marble 
walls, door frame, window 
frame and floor; a sunroom 
with a water fountain, 
floors and wainscoting clad 
in Batchelder American 
art tiles; and a breakfast 
room clad in Flint Faience 
American art tiles. Upstairs 
the three bathrooms are 
all still outfitted in their 
original colorful tiles as 
well. One bathroom has a 
“toothbrushing sink” that the 
young Thompson daughter 
especially enjoys.

Built in 1923 by 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Taylor 
as both their residence and 
a showcase for the finest 
products and workmanship 
of their tile and marble 
company, Norman and 
Terri Thompson’s home is 
as elegant and stylish today 
as it was then. Much of the 
original woodwork, tile, and 
marble is intact. The only 
major set of additions to the 
house was done when the 
house was less than ten years 
old when a bath and sitting 
room were added above the 
covered porch on the east 
side; and a second 
story was added above 
the garage for an 
apartment.

The house is a 
treasure trove of 
original art tile and 
marble. Visitors will 

Three of the four bedrooms 
have adjacent spacious sitting 
rooms that might have served 
as sleeping porches in the 
time before air conditioning. 
Terri says that is a delight to 
simply sit and look out the 
windows in those rooms.

In addition to finding their 
home comfortable and 
soothing, the Thompsons 
love the life and vibrancy 
of the neighborhood. They 
enjoy sitting on their patio 
and speaking with people 
passing and also appreciate 
being close to the hustle 
and bustle of Midtown 

and Downtown 
Oklahoma City.

227 NW 15th Street  |  Norman & Terri Thompson
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Particularly impressive is the large English fountain in 
the back beds, which is the centerpiece of the serenity 
area of the garden. In addition, there is a Stone Forest 
granite fountain tucked back among the heirloom 
hosta, invoking a sense of calm. The spacious, open 
plan and the outdoor kitchen allow hosts to easily 
mingle with guests while preparing dinner.

Nine years ago when the Edwards 
purchased the home, the backyard landscaping 
consisted of only privet shrub serving as a fence line, 
so a landscape upgrade was a must. The family began 
formulating ideas to create a space that would reflect 
their love of Japanese gardens and the high deserts 
of Santa Fe, while still being a comfortable, practical 
place for their son.

When spring arrives, 
the garden is sweetly 
perfumed from 
the masses of pink 
flowers on the Korean 
viburnum, and pink 
tulips tucked in 
groupings among the 
evergreens. The large, 
orange and lemon trees, 
prominently displayed on 
the patio, also provide 
wonderful and calming 
fragrance when in bloom 
along with beautiful fruit 
for the family to enjoy. 

Two additional seating 
areas feature beautiful 
containers featuring 
unique and colorful 
succulents.

The Edwards are 
continuing a family 
tradition of creating 
peace in their 
surroundings and find 
much happiness in 
seeing their son enjoy 
this space.

912 NW 15TH  |  Edwards Family Gardens



The Gardens At | 833 NW 15th STREET

In the back yard, there is a lovely 
patio with a fi replace and fountain. 
Accessible from the basement 
level of the house, the lower patio 
affords a quiet and private space. 
Another charming feature of the 
back yard is a play castle and moat 
built in the mid-1990s by a prior 
owner.

The homeowners have created 
beautiful and unique garden 
spaces. Some of their gardening 
philosophy is expressed in the 
following quote: 

“We are completely organic at 
the house. So, some people might 
say, “Why don’t these people do 
something about the clover in their 
lawn?” I would refer them to these 
articles: www.rodalesorganiclife.
com/garden/surprising-weed-will-
rejuvenate-your-backyard   OR  

www.thespruce.com/no-respect-
for-clover-and-dandelion-
weeds-2153155. 

Seasonal color 
enlivens the landscape of this 
stately home and makes it 
eye-pleasing throughout the 
year. 

Fiery Japanese maples please 
the visual palette as do the 
intense pink and red azaleas 
that welcome spring to the 
back yard. The homeowners 
especially enjoy the lush blooms 
and heady fragrance of peonies 
which grace their gardens from 
late spring to early summer. 
They like to use cool colors for 
summer - white, silver, pink, 
and purple.

The weeping arborvitae in the 
driveway bed was brought by 
the homeowners from their 
former residence on 17th Street. 
An unexpected and charming 
addition to their front landscape 
is an old-fashioned garden from 
which the homeowners enjoy 
harvesting not only cut fl owers 
but fresh veggies!

H E R I T A G E  H I L L S

H E R A L D

“ W E  H A V E 

A  V E R Y 

T R A D I T I O N A L 

A N D 

H I S T O R I C A L L Y 

C O R R E C T 

L A W N ! ”

4



911 NW 15TH  |  The Renaissance of Mrs. Mills Garden

This Heritage 
Hills residence 
was built in 1928 by Henry 
Schafer who was a native 
of Germany and made the 
land run of 1889 to El Reno 
were he established his 
business. His city home was 
a combination of English 
Regency and Georgian styes. 
In 1951, the home was sold 
to Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Mills. Mrs. Mills built the 
walled garden. Mrs. Mills 
entertained generously at this 
home and was well known in 
the community. Many long 
time residences of Oklahoma 
City still refer to this home as 
Mrs. Mills’ house.

The backyard had several 
additions since the 1950’s 
and current owners felt that 
the space needed an update; 
therefore, an 18 month 
project began in 2014. The 
owners goals were to honor 
the beautiful architecture 
of the home; establish a 
seamless integration between 
old and new; and install a 
classic swimming pool for 
their family to enjoy.

Mature, existing plantings 
of magnolia and holly 
provided a verdant, evergreen 
backdrop that, with the 
addition of more magnolia 
and holly along with live oak 

and yew, create a soothing privacy 
merely blocks from downtown 
Oklahoma City.

Evergreen boxwood and 
groundcover soften the geometry 
inspired by the formality of 
the architectural lines. Elegant 
limestone bowls of seasonal color 
along with white-flowering crape 
myrtles and hydrangeas add 
sculptural and seasonal interest.

This garden exists on its own as 
a beautiful, logical extension of 
the architecture of the house, but 
it easily transforms into a warm 
backdrop for good times celebrated 
with family and friends.



319 NW 18th Street |  Ralph & Susan McCoy

“ I  F E E L  L I K E  I ’ M 
O N  V A C A T I O N 
E V E R Y  D A Y . ”

S U S A N  M C C O Y

Constructed from 1921 to 1926 by 
Mr. Ben Barnes, who migrated to Oklahoma in 1909 
and amassed a fortune as an entrepreneur, this elaborate 
home was and still is one of the most unique in Oklahoma 
City. Designed in a Mediterranean style with Moorish 
infl uences, it includes the liberal use of arches, decorative 
balconies, a stucco exterior, carved fi gures, and an 
exaggerated round entryway. Inside, a large central 
staircase fans in both directions and leads to French doors 
leading to a balcony as well as a large rounded landing. 
There are rounded door and window frames throughout 
the home, original glass in the windows, and lovely crown 
molding. The chandelier in the dining room is original, 
as is the elaborate bas relief “wedding cake” ceiling. The 
piano in the formal living room was actually made for the 
home but at some point had been removed. A previous 
owner of the home found and restored it to its rightful 
place of honor.

The second owner of the house, Mr. Lev Prichard, 
converted the basement into a “cave”, complete 
with stalactites and gold-colored veins running 
through the simulated rock. Subsequent owners 
added central heat and air, created elaborate 
gardens, added a crystal chandelier to the entrance, 
remodeled and added bathrooms, changed external 
paint colors several times, covered and uncovered 
windows, and lowered - then raised again- ceilings.

Susan and Ralph love their home, which Susan says 
reminds her of her grandmother’s Victorian house 
in Perry, Oklahoma. She especially appreciates 
that their home 
is conducive to 
outdoor living 
and often enjoys 
morning coffee 
on the side porch 
where she can 
observe or interact 
with “my amazing 
neighbors, from 
children and people 
in their twenties 
to a dressed up 
gentleman in his 
nineties!” 
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original fixtures and 
tile remain, as does the 
original functioning 
laundry chute.

Some items of interest 
include an antique 
English riding horse in 
the playroom, a giraffe 
chair from Africa, and 
Navajo rugs from the 
1910s and 1920s collected 
by Brady’s grandparents 
who were among the 
nation’s largest rug 
collectors. Visitors will 
also appreciate the metal 
tables made by Brady, 
and the coffee table 
and master bed made 
by Brady’s dad. Other 
handcrafted items and 
original art may be seen 
throughout the home.

1611 ClassenDrive  |  Brady Smith & Chelsea Celsor Smith

This English 
Tudor style 
house was built in 1925 
by G.A. Nichols, a 
prolific and enterprising 
home builder. The 
home, in which he 
lived for a time, was 
part of what he called 
“Aristocratic Harndale,” 
a neighborhood 
surrounding Harn Park, 
which had been deeded 
to the city in 1910 by 
pioneer Alice Harn. 
Distinguishing features 
include an oversize 
chimney on the front 
of the house, a side sun 
porch (one of the few in 
the neighborhood which 
has not been enclosed), 
and decorative exterior 
stone treatment. Some 

The Smiths have lived in Heritage Hills for six years 
and in their present home for two. They were drawn to 
the house by the pool, the full shop in the garage, and 
the home’s location, especially its proximity to Harn 
Park, where their children play with neighborhood 
friends. Chelsea and Brady, who both grew up in small 
towns in Western Oklahoma where their families are 
farmers and ranchers, feel that living in Heritage Hills 
is like living in a small town - but, as Chelsea adds, 
“with great food and entertainment nearby!”
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In 1923, 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Frederick 
Patterson 
and his 
business 
partner 
Henry 

Hoffman bought adjoining lots on 19th Street. Mr. 
Patterson and his partner were Territorial entrepreneurs 
who in 1901 had begun as wholesale cigar suppliers, 
expanded to include Gastream home heating and cooking 
appliances, and by 1929 operated a billiard parlor and 
sold wholesale billiard supplies. In keeping with their 
new found and hard won affluence, they used the same 
architect at the same time to build elegant Colonial 
Revival homes in what was becoming the most desirable 
neighborhood in the burgeoning city. Unique to the 
Patterson home are an eye-lid arch over the classical 
entry, a porte-cochere with a sleeping room above, and 
the off-set porch supported by classical columns. This 
stately home has retained its original elegance and curb 

appeal, which are the attributes that drew current owners 
Rita and Steve Chapman to purchase it in November 
2015. The updates and maintenance of previous owners 
have freed the current homeowners to focus on creating a 
lovely and welcoming family home. A grouping of still life 
oil paintings in the dining room, and a snowy landscape 
painting in the upstairs hall were painted by Steve’s 
grandmother. Other artwork includes oversized photos of 
the homeowners’ travels. The home maintains its historic 
elegance while reflecting the personal warmth and style of 
the homeowners.

The Chapmans love living in the Heritage Hills 
neighborhood, not only because they admire the character 
and quality workmanship of their home but also because 
the neighborhood 
has the close knit 
feel of a small 
town while also 
being within 
walking distance 
of big city events, 
restaurants. and 
entertainment.

308 NW 19th   |  Rita & Steve Chapman
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